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The present thesis results from a PhD study that I carried
out between 1997 and 2003 at Leiden University (The
Netherlands). It was part of a research-project focusing
on pre-Columbian interaction on the Lesser Antilles, that
further comprised archaeological investigations by dr.
Corinne Hofman and Sebastiaan Knippenberg. They studied
pre-Columbian interaction on the basis of pottery style
distributions and the exchange of flint, St. Martin greenstone
and calci-rudite ‘zemi-stone’ on the northern Lesser Antilles
respectively. I designed my part of the project to focus
on pre-Columbian social organisation and interaction in
a smaller part of the Caribbean by creating a detailed site
inventory through surface surveys and test excavations and
by investigating the resulting site patterns and systems. The
research area includes the Pointe des Châteaux peninsula, La
Désirade and Les Îles de la Petite Terre (Guadeloupe, French
West Indies). The project may be considered a follow-up of
small-scale archaeological investigations I had been doing
at Anse Petite Rivière on La Désirade in 1994 and 1995,
which resulted in my 1996 MA thesis and a great personal
passion for the island of La Désirade. It also matches the
archaeological investigations (1994-2000) carried out at
Anse à la Gourde by André Delpuech (Direction Régionale
des Affaires Culturelles of Guadeloupe), dr. Corinne Hofman
and dr. Menno Hoogland (Leiden University). Last but not
least, the project was designed to make a contribution to
the Carte Archéologique (regional site inventory) project
of the archaeological service of the Direction Régionale des
Affaires Culturelles (DRAC) of Guadeloupe.
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dogs, the fieldwork would never have been possible. I am
very grateful as well for the great help offered by scientific
staff and students working at the 1997-2000 excavations at
Anse à la Gourde.
All land-owners kindly permitted survey or
subsurface testing procedures on their land: Mrs. Galli on
Pointe des Châteaux, and on La Désirade Mrs. Patrice St.
Auret, Mr. Berno Berchel, Mr. René Berchel, Mr. Jean De
l’Orme, Mr. Lalanne, Mrs. Maston, Mr. and Mrs. Robert, Mr.
Etienne Speno and the Office National des Forêts (ONF).
On La Désirade, help provided by Michel Manubens, Mr.
and Mrs. Guy Villeneuve, Pegguy Villeneuve and his friend
Claude, Jacques Zamia, the crew of the Colibri, Mrs. Alexis,
Mr. Calvados-Luce of the pharmacy, the warden of the
airport, and the gendarmes made the fieldwork something
to remember. Mr. Robin, former mayor of La Désirade, and
Mr. Maston, director of the land registry office, arranged us
with the special authorisations required for the fieldwork on
the La Désirade airport and on the uninhabited islands of
Petite Terre. I also would like to thank André and Claude
Delpuech and Thomas and Chrystelle Romon for their
incredibly warm hospitality on Guadeloupe.
Sebastiaan Knippenberg provided a description of the lithics
recovered and Mark Nokkert studied the vertebrate faunal
remains, which was made possible by a NWO grant. Dennis
Nieweg offered his expert opinion on the most undeterminable
shell fragments. A team of geologists, headed by dr. Simon
Troelstra (Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam), provided an
important part of the environmental data presented in
chapter 3. Jochem Lesparre and Wilmar Visschers (Faculty
of Geodesy, Delft University of Technology) provided the
co-ordinates for the test unit locations. I am greatly indebted
to Alistair Bright for checking the English text of this volume
and to Harry de Waal for correcting the French summary and
all the French reports I had to write since 1994.
Artefact drawings were made by Florine Asselbergs,
Jan Boudestein, Marc Dorst, Erick van Driel, Chris van
Gestel, Alex Geurts, Rozemarijn Kneepkens, Frank Stevens
and myself. The drawings were elaborated by Erick Van
Driel (Leiden University) and Rozemarijn Kneepkens
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of many people and institutions, to whom I would like to
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(figures A2.12a-c, A2.16c, A3.9a-d, A3.35 bottom right,
A4.2a-d, A4.4a-h). Medy Oberendorff (Leiden University)
designed the cover, created the maps and elaborated the
drawings of the test unit sections. Jan Pauptit (Leiden
University) took the photographs. I owe many thanks to
Wietse Balster for his great help in creating the lay-out of
this volume.
I would like to thank Leendert, Corinne and Menno as
well as Benoît, Claudia, Esther, Laura, Sabine, Sebastiaan,
Simone, Wynne and Yvonne for their great support. Most of
all, I’d like to express my gratitude to Jochem, my parents
and Anke for all their love and support during the long time
it took me to finish this project. It is to them and to Ingmar
that I would like to dedicate this work.
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